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LIFE OF OSCAR COX, JR.

My parents were Oscar Lee and Earline Wood Cox. My
father’s parents were James “Harve” and Susan Caroline
“Susie” Cox. My mother’s parents were Charles and Laura
Proctor Wood.

Earline Wood Cox Oscar Lee Cox

My mother’s grandfather, James A. Proctor and his wife,
the former Mary Hunt, were the first couple to be married
in Wise County. His original land was the 160 acres on
which most of Decatur now stands. He donated part of that
land for the location of the County seat. And so it was
because of the generosity of my great grandfather, a
Bridgeport citizen, that Decatur grew atop its hill.

[ was born in 1918, three miles northeast of Chico. This
was on a farm that my father was renting. We stayed there
approximately ten days after my birth. We tried for a full
week to move to the little town of Bridgeport, Texas,
situated on the side of the Trinity River. In the move



between Bridgeport and Chico, I could remember very well
my father telling me that the flood waters were waist deep
for one to two miles between Bridgeport and Chico.
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The "X" on this picture is on Halsell Streef at Turkey Creck, south of
Bridgeport, The picture wos taken in 1907,

When we landed in Bridgeport, my father, O. L. Cox, Sr.,
was given a job by W. A. Sinsabaugh in a meat market.
The jobs were very hard to get and the pay was
approximately $3.50 a day. As time went on, pay
improved. My father was a very intelligent man without
any schooling. He had a twin brother named Claude.
They would wear overalls to school. They only had one
pair and had to take turns for going to school. He, Claude
and Herb turned out to be three successful brothers.

The little town of Bridgeport was full of coal miners,
hundreds of them, all on the west side of the railroad tracks.
The train was probably the only transportation we had into
Dallas, Fort Worth, to the south and to the north Oklahoma



City and eventually on in to Chicago. You might notice a
picture of one of the trains.

This train occident occurred in 1903,

You will notice in 1913 supposedly a very new bridge.
Before that bridge was built, all traffic would wait until the
river would run down and that was the way they could get
across into Bridgeport.

River Bridge south of Bridgeport in 1913,



Other very interesting parts of Bridgeport in the 10’s and
30’s are pictured below.
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